
gott0 go

At the southernmost point of the
United States, you're at the end
of the road: Key West, Florida,

stretches frorir Mile Marker O to 4.
This two-by-four-mile town's quirky

ambiance attracts wild festivals,
Junkanoo parades, "Duval crawl"
bar-hoppers, and recently, MTV's

Real World. Surprisingly, visitors
find it is steeped in civil-war

history, nature, art, and literature.
The crown jewel of "the islands

you can drive to," Key West

has scads of fun, captivating
things to see and do in port.

GOTTA HAVE IT
Eat a Conch, Meet a Conch - The word

c0nch lp tonounced "konk" )  re fe rs  to  bo th

s o m e o n e  b o r n  i n  t h e  i s l a n d  c h a i n ,

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m o l l u s k ,  w h i c h  i s  s e r v e d

a s  a  c l a s s i c  d i s h  i n  t h e  K e y s  e a t e r i e s :

c h 0 w d e r ,  f r i t t e r ,  o r  c e v i c h e - s t y l e ,  i f  y o u

p l e a s e .  A n o t h e r  s w e e t  c r u s t a c e a n  f a v o r i t e

i s  K e y  W e s t  p i n k  s h r i m p ,  b u t  i f  y o u  t i m e

y o u r  v i s i t  r i g h t ,  y o u  c a n  n o s h  o n  o t h e r

K e y s  d e l i c a c i e s  l i k e  s t o n e  c r a b s . 0 n l y

t h e  g r a p n e l s ,  o r  c l a w s ,  a r e  h a r v e s t e d  i n

s e a s o n , 0 c t o b e r  1 5  t o  M a y  1 5 .  C l a w l e s s ,

s p i n y  l o b s t e r  i s  i n  s e a s o n  f r o m  A u g u s t  6

t o  M a r c h  3 1 .

By Land and Sea - Key West art isans

c r a f t  f r o m  n a t u r e .  F a m o u s  f o r  g i g a n t i c

s e a s c a p e s ,  m a r i n e  a r t i s t  W y l a n d ' s

g a l l e r y  h 0 u s e s  w a t e r c o l o r s ,  a c r y l i c s ,

o i l ,  J a p a n e s e  i n k  p a i n t i n g s ,  b r o n z e  a n d

L u c i t e o  s c u l p t u r e s ,  a n d  f i n e  a r t

p h o t o g r a p h y .  G u i l d  H a l l  G a l l e r y ' s  h o t

n e w c o m e r  i s  S e a g l a s s  C r e a t i o n s  b y

C o r n e l i a .  S c u l p t e d  c o p p e r  w i r e  a n d

t u m b l e d  s e a  g l a s s  r e s e m b l i n g  n a t i v e  f i s h ,

b i r d s ,  p a l m  t r e e s ,  s a i l b o a t s ,  a n d  e v e n

c o c k t a i l s ,  m a k e  u n i q u e  s o u v e n i r s  a l o n g

w i t h  s i l v e r  j e w e l r y ,  e v e n i n g  p u r s e s ,

a n d  3 - D  c r e a t i o n s .  L o c a l  o r c h i d s ,

f r a n g i p a n i ,  a n d  h i b i s c u s  a r e  s t a p l e

i n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  K e y  W e s t  A l o e ' s  c o o l

c r e a m s  a n d  s o o t h i n g  f r a g r a n c e s .

Bur ied  Treasure  -  A l though he  d ied  in  1998,

t r e a s u r e  h u n t e r  M e l  F i s h e r ' s  l e g a c y  l i v e s

o n .  A f t e r  1 6  y e a r s  o f  s e a r c h i n g ,  F i s h e r

r e c o v e r e d  m o r e  t h a n  $ 4 0 0  m i l l i o n  i n  g o l d

and si lver from the Nuestra Sefiora de

A t o c h a ,  a  1 7 t h - c e n t u r y  S p a n i s h  g a l l e o n  t h a t

s a n k  4 5  m i l e s  o f f  K e y  W e s t .  T o u c h  a n d  b u y  a

p i e c e  o f  t r e a s u r e  a t  t h e  M e l  F i s h e r  M a r i t i m e

H e r i t a g e  S o c i e t y  M u s e u m ,  a n d  d o n ' t  m i s s

t h i s  y e a r ' s  l a n d m a r k  e x h i b i t i o n ,  " L a  P l a t a

De l  Mar ,  S i l ver  f rom |he  1622 Ga l leons . "

A  l i t t le  Key  l - imey -  Locat  tegend says  tha t

" A u n t  S a l l y , "  w h o  c o o k e d  f o r  W i l l i a m

C u r r y ,  o w n e r  o f  K e y  W e s t ' s  C u r r y  l V l a n s i o n

I n n ,  m a d e  t h e  f i r s t  K e y  l i m e  p i e .  A r e a

f i s h e r m e n  d i s a g r e e ,  c l a i m i n g  t h e i r

p r e d e c e s s o r s  c r e a t e d  t h i s  s p e c i a l  d e s s e r t

m a d e  w i t h  c o n d e n s e d  m i l k ,  t i n y  y e l l o w  K e y

l i m e s ,  a n d  a  g r a h a m  c r a c k e r  c r u s t ,

f i n i s h e d  w i t h  s m e a r s  o f  c r e a m y  " w h o o p . "

0 f f i c i a l l y  F l o r i d a , ' s  s t a t e  p i e ,  t h e  b e s t

p i c k s  a r e  t h e  B l o n d  G i r a f f e ,  a n d  K e r m i t ' s

K e y  W e s t  K e y  L i m e  S h o p p e  ( t h e y  e v e n  h a v e

" K e y  L i m e  P i e  o n  a  S t i c k " ) .
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